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Paragraph beginning at line 33 of page 10 has been amended as follows: 


In the specification: 


JUL 1 1 2001 

TECH CENTER 1600/2900 


The phosphoramidite method was used to synthesize a pyranosyl-RNA strand which was 
partly self-complementary as hairpin and had 2' and 4' linker ends with the sequence linker-pr- 
GCGAsCGC-linker, and the linker ends were linked to maleimido-gold clusters as described by 
Alivisatos, A.P. et al. (1996), supra. Then the pairing of 10 mM product to the hairpin was 
detected by spectroscopy in the standard buffer (0.15 M NaCl or 1 M NaCl, 10 mM Tris HCl, pH 
7). Addition of one equivalent of the complementary strand pr-G(T5)C proved by spectroscopy 
the opening of the hairpin and the separating of the gold clusters. The hairpin structure was 
restored simply by diluting the solution. It is possible in this way to expose a substrate to 
different reaction centers macroscopically in a controlled manner via the dilution (see Fig. 4). 
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In the specification: 


JUL 1 1 2001 


TECH CENTER 1600/2900 


Paragraph beginning at line 33 of page 10 has been amended as follows: 

The phosphoramidite method was used to synthesize a pyranosyl-RNA strand which was 
partly self-complementary as hairpin and had 2' and 4' linker ends with the sequence linker-pr- 
GCGAsCGC-linker, and the linker ends were linked to maleimido-gold clusters as described by 
Alivisatos, A.P. et al. (1996), supra. Then the pairing of 10 mM product to the hairpin was 
detected by spectroscopy in the standard buffer (0. 1 5 M NaCl or 1 M NaCl, 1 0 mM Tris HCl, pH 
7). Addition of one equivalent of the complementary strand pr-G(T5)C proved by spectroscopy 
the opening of the hairpin and the separating of the gold clusters. The hairpin structure was 
restored simply by diluting the solution. It is possible in this way to expose a substrate to 
different reaction centers macroscopically in a controlled manner via the dilution (see Fig. 4). 
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